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VP COMMUNICATIONS                Susan Hanes  

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them. He said: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It 
is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven (Matthew 5:1-16 NIV). 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                 Gayle Caruso  

God’s Blessings to Us and Others 
27 For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the 
Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of 
service to them in material blessings (Romans 15: 27) 

 

Wow! This verse sure sounds like LWML!  

The LWML was founded on the blessings of women in the Lutheran Church in 
1942. Over the last 80+ years they have used those blessings to fund mission grants around the 
world. Our mites are an integral part of the LWML. We use our blessings to bless others!   

Studying God’s word is also a blessing. When we meet together for fellowship and to share in the 
Word it gives us such blessings! I know that in my group at church we talk about how we all have 
been through things and having someone else that has been through something similar helps. 
That is a blessing to us and to them.  

Ladies of the FL-GA LWML, YOU ARE A BLESSING!   

Continue to spread God’s word, sharing in the blessings He gives us and Serve the Lord with 
Gladness! 

Blessings and Joy! 

GOD’S BLESSINGS TO ALL! 
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VP MISSION SERVICE            Silvia Grasberger 

One of my all-time favorite Christmas movies 

is A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. The 

character Tiny Tim is the young ailing son 

of Bob Cratchit, Ebenezer Scrooge’s dedicated 

and underpaid clerk. Ebenezer was a very 

wealthy, greedy, and lonely old man who 

despised Christmas; thus, his catch phrase 

“Bah! Humbug!” Tiny Tim on the other hand 

was grateful for all that he had regardless of 

his condition. He was known for the 

statement, "God bless us, Everyone!" which he 

offers as a blessing at a Christmas dinner.  

Isn’t it wonderful that we all have a loving God 

who wants nothing more than to bless us; 

God’s blessings are meant to protect us, guide 

us to the path of righteousness, and give us 

hope. We all have our own story when it comes 

to how he has blessed us; I have 

been blessed with a loving 

husband, family, precious 

grandchildren, church family, a 

compassionate and dedicated 

Pastor, and good health.  

“And God is able to bless 

you abundantly, so that in 

all things at all times  

having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work”. 2 

Corinthians 9:8 NIV. 

 
As Lutheran Women in Mission, we are to give 

abundantly, graciously and with gladness, it is 

a gift from GOD! 

 “God bless us, Everyone!” 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY          Christine Jennison 

God's blessings to us and to others 

It's utterly impossible to be a part of God's 
universe and not see or experience His 
blessings. We have the "usual" ones in view or 
as responses to our senses. They make our lives 
full. You are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation. a people belonging 
to God (I Peter 2:9a) is a statement reminding 
believers of His blessings to us, and that we 
should be a blessing to others. 

And this is where YOU come in!!  Your 
blessings to others through your mite 
offerings!  Yes, we achieved our mite goal plus. 
In fact, mites are the only donations I have 
received these last months. More groups have 
held rallies and with greater numbers. We are 
working very excitedly for our convention in 
September. Many, many blessings!  

Your giving to honor others through donations 
to the scholarship funds continues the sharing 
of God's love to the next generation.  

This will be my final opportunity 
to share with you how we all 
work together to tell others of 
God's loving gifts. How we share 
the talents He gives us with those 
who need our help. Most of all 
sharing the love of Jesus in many 
ways. 

Thank you!  It's been wonderful 
working with you to do all these things and we 
will continue in His loving kindness. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Cratchit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebenezer_Scrooge
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God's Blessings to Us and Others 

In our lives as Christians, we often witness the 

many blessings that God bestows upon us and 

those around us. Scripture offers a beautiful 

tapestry of God's blessings, reminding us of 

His goodness, His mercy, and His love. 

The Beatitudes in Jesus' Sermon on the Mount 

(Matthew 5) are a profound example. Jesus 

speaks of blessings not as rewards but as God’s 

response to our deepest spiritual needs. For 

instance, Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, for they 

shall be satisfied (Matthew 5:6). As we look 

at our lives broken by sin and repent of how we 

have sinned against God and our neighbor, 

Christ applies the healing salve of the Gospel 

which He won for us on the cross. And, as 

forgiven sinners, we are renewed, restored, set 

free, and our soul is at peace. 

Now, with our hearts cleansed from sin, we are 

able to look forward to an eternity with God, 

through Christ Jesus our Savior, Lord, and 

King. For, Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they shall see God (Matthew 5:8). These 

words teach us that God is the one who 

provides us the ultimate blessing in our lives: 

salvation through Jesus Christ. 

God’s blessings also extend even to our 

interactions with others. St. 

Paul calls us to, Bless those 

who persecute you; bless 

and do not curse them 

(Romans 12:14), which also 

echoes the teaching of Jesus 

But I say to you who hear, 

Love your enemies, do 

good to those who hate you, bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who 

abuse you (Luke 6:27-28). In so doing, we 

align ourselves with God's will – becoming 

conduits of His grace, mercy, love – as we bless 

others. 

Moreover, may we gladly and continually seek, 

throughout all of our lives, to bless the Lord, as 

David expresses in the Psalms: I will bless 

the Lord at all times; His praise shall 

continually be in my mouth (Psalm 34:1). 

And so, as redeemed children of God, daily 

sharing all the blessings we’ve received from 

Him, may these words richly resonate within 

us, “The Lord bless you and keep you; 

the Lord make his face to shine upon 

you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift 

up his countenance upon you and give 

you peace.” To God be the glory! Amen.  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the LWML FL-GA District is to share the love of Christ with women of all ages and 

diversities and to foster a recognition that the mission field exists both at home and abroad. 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER                        JR. COUNSELOR– Rev. Dana Narring 

WINTER EVANGEL DEADLINE  

November 5, 2024 

          Send articles & photos to:         

evangel.flga@gmail.com 

Write in Word with pics as attachments.  

Exec Board: 250 words  

Zone Articles: one paragraph plus pics 

PLEASE list everyone in all photos 

To subscribe to Evangel: 

www.flgalwml.com Go to “Join Mailing 

List” at bottom left, and type your name 

and email address. 
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 VP MISSION GRANTS        Karen McCarthy 

VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH                   Carol Jones 

For You make me glad by Your deeds, O Lord; I 
sing for joy at the works of Your hands. How 
great are Your works, O Lord, how profound 
Your thoughts (Psalm 92:4-5). 

This fall brings housecleaning as I prepare to 
move. How did my family ever amass so much 
“stuff” through the years! Of course, the answer 
is by the grace of God, and now God is using this 
“stuff,” through me, to be His blessings to others 
as I give away or donate a good portion it.  

The paring down process brought to my mind 
the old Shaker hymn “Simple Gifts,” ‘Tis a gift to 
be simple, ‘tis a gift to be free….” Admittedly, 
some of my “stuff” has been distracting—
acquiring and caring for it. Sometimes the 
“stuff” has even made me miss some of God’s 
other blessings. I am guilty of not taking time to 
enjoy and praise Him for the simple blessings, 
such as the bounty and variety of delicious food 
available to me, the beauty of His daily sunrises 
and sunsets, the sounds and smells of refreshing 
rains and waves crashing on shore, children’s 

laughter, birds singing their 
praises to God as they feast at the 
birdfeeder, my church family, and 
quiet times with loved ones and 
those spent in God’s Word. 

This renewed simplicity brings me 
happiness with less. The bonus is 
more time with God and time to 
praise Him for all His wonderful blessings.  
Happy Fall, everyone! 

When I was growing up there was a decorative plate that hung on the wall in a very 
prominent place in our living room. It read, “Bless This House, Oh Lord, We Pray. 
Keep Us Safe by Night and Day.” 

God’s hand of blessing certainly was upon that house and those of us who lived 
there. Our home was full of laughter and love. But that doesn’t mean that we were 
immune to the brokenness of this world. My brother was still shipped out to 
Vietnam, my dad still had a life-threatening heart attack, and my mom still suffered 
critical injuries in a car accident. Yet through all the years we lived in that house 
God sent blessing after blessing into our lives. Among them…my brother came home from 
Vietnam, my dad survived his heart attack, and my mom recovered almost completely from her 
injuries. One of God’s greatest blessings to us and to others is His promise to always be with us! No 
matter what is happening in our lives we know He is there, and that allows us to see His hand of 
blessing. I don’t know any one of us who could even begin to count all the blessings God bestows 
on His people - I just know I am grateful for them. A frequent prayer of mine is thanking God for 
His many blessings and asking Him to help me be a blessing to others.  

That same decorative plate now hangs in my home. It helps me to recall how numerous His past 
blessings have been and it reminds me that His blessings will continue today and every day in the 
future. 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go (Joshua 1:9). 
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SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRMAN         Lois Ford 

Committee: District President Rockey, Pastor 
Narring, LWML District President; Gayle 
Caruso, VP Mission Grants; Karen McCarthy, 
Laura Moore Hawie, Lonna McEwen, Nancy 
Volz, Trish Aamoth, Lois Schaefer. 

     

AND thank you to Laura Zirbel in the Fl-GA 
district office, finance director. 

 

Scholarship Awards 
 

Concordia Seminary St. Louis, MO 

Ryan Hicks, from Concordia, Sarasota, FL  

Tristan Jones, St. Paul, Weston, FL 

Stephen Peeler, Faith, Eustis, FL 

Matthew Shipman, Our Redeemer, Augusta, GA  

John Simmons, Savior of All, Cartersville, GA 

Raleigh Sims, Ascension, Casselberry, FL 

Stephan Wareham, Faith, Marietta, GA 

Benjamin Wescoatt, Messiah, Valdosta, GA  

  

Deaconess 

Rebecca McCoy Folsom, Epiphany, Tallahassee, FL 

  

Vicar 

Jacob Anderson, Christ Our Savior           
 St. Augustine, FL 

Timothy Handrick, St. John, Ocala, FL 

Euder Paul, Concordia Sarasota, FL 

 

Vicar to LCMS Office of International Mission 

Joshua Wareham, Faith, Eustis, FL  

 

Concordia Theological Seminary,  

Fort Wayne, IN 

Leonard Mogelvang, Grace, Naple, FL 

 

Vicar 

Nicholas Sinatra, Faith, 
Marietta, GA 

 

Concordia -Chicago, River 
Forest, IL 

Nathan LeBorious, Mt Calvary
               Warner Robins, GA: EDU 

 

Concordia University-Irvine, Irvine, CA 

Casey Billman, Grace, Winter Haven, FL:  
 CE Leadership 

Trevor Hudlin, Mt Calvary               
 Warner Robins, GA: DCE 

Maranda Macking, Our Savior                       
St. Petersburg, FL: DCE 

 

Concordia University- Wisconsin, 
Mequon, WI 

Rachel Lingsch, Grace Naples, FL: DCM 

Jane Michael, Christus Victor  Athens, 
GA:EDU 

Laci Beth Vonada, St. Paul  Lakeland, FL: DCM 

 

Concordia University- Nebraska, 
Seward, NE 

Naomi Faile, Living Faith   
 Cumming, GA: Music 

Evelyn Schwartz, St. Paul  
 Peachtree City, GA: EDU 
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MISSION TRIP COORDINATOR       Scarlet Holcombe 

This August, ten FL-GA District members and two other individuals went on a mission 

trip to Point of Grace Academy (POGA) outside Kisumu, Kenya. 

For 13 years, POGA has provided top-notch educations to students from all areas of 

Kenya. With just 11 students in 2011, it’s grown to over 600 Primary and 200 High 

School students. POGA provides for their spiritual growth with chapel services, plus 

religious classes during the week. POGA has added a clinic to their campus that services 

the students and surrounding community, providing standard medical care. 

During the week-long trip, team members worked with the students and taught religious stories. We 

also helped in the clinic, assisting the technicians and workers. Delicious breakfasts fueled us for the 

various activities of the day. We contemplated the Bible verse of the day as we went about our 

activities. After wonderful lunches, some of us played games with the students or just talked with them. 

Yummy suppers were followed by a devotion led by Pastor Dennis Meeker, one POGA’s founders. 

Saturday we hosted supper for the students, with some of us dishing out food for the children. The 

meal consisted of rice, chicken, chapati (flatbread), cabbage, and watermelon, along with a soda to 

drink. This meal helped cement bonds between students and our team, On Sunday we attended church 

service at the POGA chapel, with Pastor Jeff Moore preaching on John 6 and Pastor Tim Brown (our 

FL-GA Senior Pastoral Counselor) leading the liturgy. The children sang beautifully! Monday the girls 

and boys received dresses and shorts that were sewn and donated by ladies from the LWML FL-GA and 

Michigan Districts. We sorted through donated supplies, clothing, Bibles, and catechisms we had 

brought with us in our checked luggage - 32 bags in total. We all look forward to returning soon! 

 Pastors Jeff Moore and        

Tim Brown (2nd & 4th from L) 

Bible study with older 

students 

Girls with their dresses R: Our Team 
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PROPOSED MISSION 

GRANTS 

To watch a video explaining 

the Who, What and Where of 

these Grants, go to: 

www.flgalwml.com, click on 

2024 Convention and then 

Proposed Mission Grants. 

1. Buma, Africa $10k 

2. Seafarer $8,750 

3. Early Learning $10k 

4. Young Men & Women Aging 

out of Foster Care $10k 

5. Feeding Haitian Children 

$10k 

6. Habitat for Children $10k 

7. Hope Seeds $7,800 

8. Love & Hope $6k 

9. Braille Resources $10k 

10. Rahab’s Rope $10k 

11. Reaching All Nations $10k 

12. College Students $9k 

13. Seminary Outreach $10k 

14. Support for Seminarian $14k 

15. Surgical Sterilizer $10k 

16. Trinity Security Lock $10k 

17. Wheels of Plenty $10k 

18. Who is My Neighbor? 

$8,500 
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Louise Cox (continued) 
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NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA ZONE  

Cinara Navarro - President     

Our Fall Rally’s theme will be “Who’s on First?”, and our 
Bible verse is: I Am the Alpha and the Omega, the First 
and the Last, the Beginning and the End (Rev 22:13).  
Some personal verses for me in caring for our country 
are: Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach 
to any people (Proverbs 14:34 NIV), and Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the LORD (Psalm 33:12 NIV). 

 2024 ZONE RALLY DATES 
 
ATLANTA               
Peace Lutheran, Decatur, GA 
Sat., October 19, 2024 
 
EAST CENTRAL GEORGIA 
Our Redeemer, Augusta, GA 
Sat., October 12, 2024 
 
GREATER ORLANDO       
Prince of Peace, Orlando, FL   
Sat., October 19, 2024 
 
HEARTLAND             
Peace Lutheran, Okeechobee, FL 
Sat., March 1, 2025 
 

NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA 
First Lutheran, Inverness, FL 

Sat., November 9, 2024 

 
ST. PETERSBURG                
Faith, Dunedin, FL                 

Sat., November 2, 2024 

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA                   
Good Shepherd, N Ft Myers, FL 

Sat., November 2, 2024 

TROPICAL                
St. Andrew, Hialeah, FL         

Sat., October 19, 2024 

WINTER HAVEN               
Grace, Winter Haven, FL      

Sat., November 9, 2024 

We want news about YOUR zone! 

Send a paragraph and pictures 

evangel.flga@gmail.com to be 
included in an upcoming issue!                  
Please identify everyone  

 TREASURE COAST ZONE – FL      

Betsy Ablott - President 

Greetings from the Treasure Coast Zone! We are so 
thankful for the ''Treasure" Christ gave us by His death 
and resurrection. We celebrate this every day. 

Redeemer, Stuart, will be supporting a new seminarian 
who was formerly a member of their church, and whose 
wife was a teacher at their school. They are looking 
forward to the "Women in Mission" Sunday, on October 
13th. Grace, Port St. Lucie, is meeting to plan the 2024-
2025 year's activities, projects and preparing shoeboxes 
for the Habitat for Children's Ministry in Haiti this 
November. Trinity, Ft. Pierce, is helping their church 
replace altar items to show their love of the Lord. 
Redeemer, Vero Beach, created a number of bracelets, 
jump ropes, knitted headbands, and taught future 
Young Women how to sew, for the Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox ministry. What a fun, enriching summer 
project for all members. 

All of our unit delegates are anxiously awaiting the 
LWML FL-GA  District Convention. See you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Vero Beach 
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Our Spring Rally was at St. Luke’s, Oviedo. 
The morning LWML group hosted the Rally. 
We had 56 ladies in attendance, including 
two guests; plus, Zone Pastoral Counselor. 
Our theme was “Easter is Coming!” from I 
Peter 1:13. Pastor John Elliott gave the 
sermon based on our theme. Because of 
Jesus’ sacrificial death and resurrection he 
reminded us the grace of God is a “done 
deal”, which leads to a heart of repentance 
that forgives others, seeks to love, and is 
eternally safe.  

Sharon Shyrock- VP Spiritual Growth, led 
our Bible study, where Peter reminded them, 
and us, that those who persevere in faith 
have living hope, giving us strength and 
waking our souls to action. Our Gifts from 
the Heart speaker was Chris Ham of Rescue 
Outreach Mission in Sanford. They offer help 
with meals, temporary shelter, and life 
coaches who help “guests” identify and work 
toward their own goals effectively. We 
collected and donated cash, towels, bed 
linens, personal hygiene and other necessary 
items.  

Our Zone is co-hosting the LWML District 
Convention this September at the Marriott 
Lakeside in Orlando (Convention theme:  
“It’s Not the Jar...It’s JESUS”  from                
2 Corinthians 4:6-7). If anyone can be an 
usher or  hostess, please contact me. 
(scheerclr@gmail.com). Praying for a fruitful 
convention and hope to see many of you 
there.  

The LWML afternoon group, at the Haven, 
had a farewell salad and dessert luncheon for 
Vicar Rob Choate and Deaconess Intern 
Alyssa Choate. The Haven Piecemakers 
presented them with a quilt and Vicar Rob 
installed our new officers. In July, St. Luke’s 
received a DCE Intern, Aubrey. The 
afternoon group asked for monetary 
donations to stock her cupboards and the 
executive board did the shopping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREATER ORLANDO ZONE – FL 

Carol Lynn Scheer - President 

Top: Vicar Rob and 
Deaconess Intern 
Alyssa Choate 

Second: Shopping for 
Aubrey 

Third L-R: Secretary 
Donna Kleister; 
Treasurer Patty Sidlik; 
President Sandra Ford 

Bottom L-R: Annalise 
Fitzsimmons, DCE; 
Aubrey Rathke, DCE 
Intern 
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LWML FL-GA DISTRICT 
 

DISTRICT PRESIDENT 

Gayle Caruso 
 

VP COMMUNICATIONS 

Susan Hanes 
 

VP MISSION GRANTS 

Karen McCarthy 
 

VP MISSION SERVICE 

Silvia Grasberger 
 

VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Carol Jones 
 

RECORDING SECRETARY 

Kathy McCartin 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Christine Jennison 
 

TREASURER 

Bunnie Koelsch 
 

SR. PASTORAL COUNSELOR 

Rev. Timothy Brown 
 

JR. PASTORAL COUNSELOR 

Rev. Dana Narring 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

ARCHIVIST 

Millie Gardner 
 

EVANGEL EDITOR 

Sheryl Lutz 
 

MEETING MANAGER 

Cynthia Foley 
 

MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES 

Deb Schrader 
 

MISSION TRIP COORDINATOR 

Scarlet Holcombe 
 

NOMINATING  
Elaine Stier 

 

REGISTRAR 

Ada Jarmosevich 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS  

Lois Ford 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Colleen Umphrey 
 

STRUCTURE  

Pat Powell 
 

WEBMASTER 

Stephanie Edgar 
 

YOUNG WOMAN DEVELOPER 

Lydia Landes & Ashley Pridgeon 

 

   MISSION GRANTS DISBURSED AS OF 7/1/2024 

GRANT RECIPIENT GRANT DISBURSED  BALANCE 

Scholarships for Pastoral & 

Church Worker Students 
$29,500.00 $29,500.00 $0.00 

Food & Clothing Co-op, Con-

cordia Theological Seminary, 

Ft. Wayne 

5,000.00 5,000.00 0.00 

A Rising Need, A Spiritual 

Opportunity 
10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00 

Blessings in a Backpack 7,000.00 7,000.00 0.00 

Healthy Children 10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00 

Feed the Children– Peru 5,000.00 5,000.00 0.00 

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 7,500.00 7,500.00 0.00 

Filling Haitian Children    

Spiritually and Physically 
10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00 

Rebecca’s Garden of Hope 

Next Level 
10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00 

Dominican Republic                  

Disability Ministry 
10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00 

Christ Lutheran Mission    

(did not need the rest yet, will  

carry over into next year) 

8,800.00 7,984.75 815.25 

What Does This Mean – Bible 

Books for Haitian Families  
8,500.00 8,500.00 0.00 

Lutheran Hands & Hearts 

Helping with Haitian       

Earthquake Response 

8,000.00 8,000.00 0.00 

Bringing Spanish Braille      

Bibles to Central & S. America 
10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00 

Migrant Resettlement and 

Assistance 
7,432.23 7,432.23 0.00 

TOTALS 146,732.23 145,916.98 815.25 

Praise GOD for His 

blessings! 


