LWML

Florida-Georgia District

©

Evangel

Winter 2023—Quarterly Newsletter

God’s
Precious

Do not fear
therefore; you
are of more
value than
many
sparrows

(Matthew 10:31 NKJV)

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Gayle Caruso

When you think about treasure what’s the first
thing you think of? A special book, a special
picture, an item that was handed down to you?
What about your family? Children?
Grandchildren? All these things can be a
treasure.

In Deuteronomy 7:6, God calls us a treasured
possession chosen by Him. This is an amazing
gift! He chose us to be His treasure.

A few weeks ago, I led a Bible Study written by
Mary Scharenbrock from the LWML program
resources. It was called “Treasured by God”,
and during this study we learned how God
treasures us and what we should do as His
beloved children. We also learned about how
our grey hair can be a crown (Proverbs 16:31)
We continue to be chosen by Him every day! I
know that makes me feel special.

I encourage you to use the Bible Studies from
The LWML Quarterly and the program
resources. There are so many great studies,

devotions and skits to use.

The LWML FL-GA District
Convention will be held
September 12-15, 2024 at the
Marriott Lakeside, Orlando, FL.
Please plan now on attending. I
ask for your prayers for the
Executive Committee as we
continue planning this
upcoming Convention.

I pray that your Thanksgiving and Christmas
holidays are full of family, fun, food and love as
we give thanks to God and celebrate Jesus’

birth!
AN

=L
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY Christine Jennison

God's Treasured Possessions - of course we know that right away!! It's us: you,
me, and all believers. As He said to Jacob in Genesis 28:15, He promises to watch
over us wherever we go, to meet our needs, and to never be separated from us.
This promise is our treasured possession and should fill us completely.

This last quarter has been a treasured one, with our gifts given at the Retreat,
monies given in memory of lost loved ones, monies discovered in an account, and
the myriad of mites faithfully given.

In memory of Phyllis Durda:

Marcia Kapolka, Alton MI

Claudia Derda, Vanderstelt, Norton Shores, MI
Roger & Jennie Knop, Muskegon, MI

Pauline Meier, Muskegon, MI

Barb Rudick, North Shores, MI

Gary Peets, Muskegon, M1

Paul Appold, North Shores, MI

Mr. & Mrs. David Griesbach, Fruitport, MI
The women of Hope Lutheran, Melbourne, FL

In memory of Jan Ruff:
Margaret Smith, Lakeland, FL

Several checks for LWML Sunday and Fall Rally deposits have come in, and mite monies have
been arriving almost daily - praise God! Plus, we received a brand new mite deposit from St. John
the Apostle in Buford, GA. Thank you!

My one problem was the retreat deposit made for Moriah. I searched and searched for Moriah's
last name then tried contacting the treasurer at St. Luke's Oviedo who clued me in on Moriah:
she's one of the comfort dogs! What a treasure!
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VP MISSION SERVICE

Silvia Grasberger

T will praise You, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your
works, And that my soul knows very well. My
frame was not hidden from You, When I was
made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the
lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my
substance, being yet unformed. And in Your
book they all were written, The days
fashioned for me, When as yet there

were none of them (Psalm 139:14-16 NKJV),

What an omnipotent Father God we have, for
His eyes saw our substance when we were yet
unformed. God is intimately involved in the
birth of all His human creatures to this day,
and the result is amazing. Born as sinners God
did not abandon His children, He sent Jesus.
For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting
life (John 3:16 ).

We truly are God’s Treasured
Possession for eternity! Let us
continue to keep the recipients
of the Gifts from the Heart, St.
Gerard House in St. Augustine,
FL in your prayers.

A Prayer for unborn Children:

"Father, please hear our prayer for all unborn
babies. We ask that You grant them security,
love, and protection. We know from Psalm
139:13 that You grow us in our mother's
wombs, and Your divine vision for our lives
starts from conception. Please watch over the
unborn children of our world as You watch
over us. In Jesus name, Amen."

L SRR
'Q VONDERFULLY

+——«MADE

VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Carol Jones

What are your most treasured possessions?
Some of us may have an answer right away,
but some of us may have to think about that
for a while. What makes them treasured? Is it
an antique from a loved one long gone, handed
down from generation to generation? I never
met my grandparents, but I have a rocking
chair that was given to them as a wedding gift
over one hundred years ago. It is very special
to me. Maybe it is something that reminds you
of a special time or place in your life. Perhaps
it is as simple as something that just makes
you happy every time you see it or use it!
These things become treasured possessions
because of the importance we give to them.

Our Heavenly Father, through our baptism,
has chosen us to be His treasured possessions
and loves us with an everlasting love. He gives
us the assurance of His presence, the gift of
His counsel, and provides us with a peace the
world cannot give us. He no longer condemns
us, but for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ,
He delights in us and even rejoices over us!

Thanks to our Lord and Savior
we now have treasured
possessions that are more
precious than anything earthly
minded. We have love, we have
forgiveness, we have hope, and
salvation. True treasures
indeed! But you are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light (1
Peter 2:9). He (through Peter) reminds us of
our status as His treasured possessions. Praise
be to God!

MITE GOAL UPDATE

Our goal is $182,500, and as of
November 2, we have $120,294!
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VP MISSION GRANTS

Karen McCarthy

I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my
help come from? My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth (Ps 121:1-2 NIV).

This passage resonates through my head and
heart every time I am blessed to visit His
inspiring hills and mountains rising to the skies.
My breath is taken away by all the beauty He
created and cares for daily—from spring buds,
to the explosion of summer greenery and
flowers, to the colorful fall foliage, and then to
the blanketing of them with winter’s snows.

As overwhelmingly majestic as His creation is
and how daily He cares for all, it doesn’t
compare to how He treasures and loves us, so
much so that He sent Jesus to die in our place
for our sins. I am humbled daily by His love and

provision for me and my family. I
am so blessed that I am one of
His valued treasures. I hope and
pray you feel Him daily blessing
your life as well, for you are a
valued treasure of our Lord!

Grant News:

Trinity HOPE: Due to unsafe
conditions in Haiti, they have been unable to
send mission teams but continue to provide
food to combat malnutrition and help with
concentration on school studies.

Migrant Resettlement and Assistance:
The grant has provided food, relief,
transportation, immigration services, and,
above all, has brought many adults and their
children to Christ!

MISSION TRIP COORDINATOR

Scarlet Holcombe

Interested in the 2024 Mission Trip to Kenya? Let’s make it happen!

If you’ve always dreamed of going on a mission trip, but were hesitant because you
weren’t sure how to go about it...that’s exactly what the LWML FL-GA Mission Trip
Coordinator assists with! Our trip to Kenya is planned for August 2024, and we do
all the legwork: we arrange the travel and details for you, getting to Kenya (including
vaccine requirements) and your time there. We also register our group with the US
State Department. You are responsible to obtain a passport.

Estimated costs:
Airfare $1,000 to $1,500

Ground fees (food, hotel, laundry, ground transportation, travel insurance) $1,200 to $1,500
Optional safari $650-$750 (additional 3 days and 2 nights)

Travel dates:

Sat., August 3 — Thur., August 15, 2024 with the safari
Sat., August 3 — Mon., August 12, 2024 without the safari
Pastor Brown says it was one of the best parts of the trip!

Frequently Asked Questions:
What will we do while in Kenya?

We stay and work at Point of Grace Academy in Kisumu,
working with the children at the school and elderly
community members, helping where they have needs.

How do people fund their mission trips?

Many folks don’t want to go on a mission trip, or can’t
travel, but they may be happy to support mission work by

helping cover the cost. Ask your LWML group, fellow

church members, and others if they would be willing to support the cost of your trip.

How will I communicate with my family while in Kenya?

We provide daily email updates so your family knows where you are and how to pray for you, plus
you will have access to wi-fi and a Kenya cell phone.

Other questions? Contact Scarlet Holcombe. 404-323-1323 Or scarlet2@mindspring.com



tel:404-323-1323
mailto:scarlet2@mindspring.com
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SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRMAN Lois Ford

As a retired Lutheran teacher after many years, I'm excited that this year we are
supporting five education major students: Jane Michael, Camryn Varga, Nathan
LeBorious, Evelyn Schwartz and Faith Deterding.

Let’s look closer at our three freshman young women!

Jane Michael is attending Concordia University, Mequon,
Wisconsin (CUW) as a freshman education major. She is from
Christus Victor Lutheran Church in Athens, Georgia. Her dad is
the Pastor and the FL-GA District BOD Secretary.

During this Advent/Christmas season remember all our scholarship
recipients in your prayers, and consider sending them an encouraging card,
note or even Christmas gift. They love extra snacks they can share with
dormmates, especially during finals time.

Camryn Varga (L) is also attending CUW as a freshman education major. She is
from Woodlands Lutheran Church in Montverde, Florida. Her mom is the FL-GA
District BOD Treasurer.

Evelyn Schwartz (R) is attending Concordia University, St.
Paul Minnesota. She is a freshman majoring in Secondary
Education. She is from St. Paul Lutheran Church Peach Tree
City, Georgia. Her mother is a pre-school teacher.
What greater possession has God given us than our children! All
these students are dedicated to bring the desperately needed love
of our Savior to young people.

For the list of ALL our scholarship recipients go to the LWML District website,
www.flgalwml.com. Have A BLESSED Christmas!

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN Elaine Stier

Jesus said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few,
therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His
harvest” (Matthew 9:37-38).

Have you ever considered a position on the LWML FL-GA District Board? Know
anyone that you think would be a good worker? The next District Convention will
be in September, 2024. That might sound like a long while, but time flies and it
will be here before you know it! We will elect the following officers:

President - Nominations for offices except Pastoral Counselor due by February 15
VP Mission Grants

VP Spiritual Growth

Financial Secretary

Nominating Committee(3):

Pastoral Counselor - Nominations due by December 1st

Please prayerfully consider running for an office or ask someone if they would consider running!
Feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions. Your zone president will also be able to help
you!



http://www.flgalwml.com
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

SR. COUNSELOR- Rev. Tim Brown

But God demonstrates his own love for us in
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us (Romans 5:8).

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas once
again, we remember the true depth of God’s
love, and how much He treasures us. We

journey to Bethlehem and find God Himself in

the flesh, wrapped in swaddling clothes and
lying in a manger. What a marvel this is, the
God of creation come to earth not in His full
majesty, but as a small infant. Paul explains,

But when the set time had fully come, God sent
his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
to redeem those under the law, that we might
receive adoption to sonship (Galatians 4:4-5).

God’s plan for our redemption including His
Son, true God begotten from eternity, to

become true Man, born of a virgin. God in His

infinite wisdom, and eternal planning set this
event in motion in the garden of Eden. He
chose man, and promised to reclaim him by

paying the price for the very sin which cut him

off from God. In a sense, God treasured sinful

To subscribe to Evangel:
www.flgalwml.com Go to “Join Mailing
List” at bottom left, and type your name

and email address.

SPRING EVANGEL DEADLINE

February 5, 2024

Send articles & photos to:
evangel.flga@gmail.com

Write in Word with pics as attachments.
Exec Board: 250 words

Zone Articles: one paragraph plus pics

PLEASE list everyone in all photos

Adam and Eve more that His
own Son. He willingly paid the
price for His treasured
possessions, broken though
they were.

We see this plan finalized on
Mount Calvary, as Jesus cries
out “It is finished” and pays
for all of the sins of all times
and all people. He treasured us while He was
on the cross, so that we might live as God’s
Treasured Possessions.

This Christmas, wrap a gift for God and put
your heart in it (not literally, ladies). Show
Him that you understand that you are His
Treasured Possessions, and show Him that you
treasure Him and are thankful for His plan of
salvation. Just a simple box with a note on in
“TO: God” “Forever Yours”

istrict is to share the love of Christ with women of all ages and
ersities and to foster a recognition that the mission field exists both at home and abroad.
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SARASOTA ZONE - FL

Lucy Fuller - President

Beautiful Savior hosted our fall rally on
October 21. Sixty women and seven
pastors enjoyed a worship service with
communion and Bible study.

Guests from Throne of Grace, a men’s
shelter in Bradenton and African
Leadership Initiative were our speakers.

We raised $470 for TOG along with a
mountain of needed items for men.

Reverend Dr. Alan Cellamare and his wife
Paula received $610 in offerings, plus
private donations as well as children's
clothing and school supplies to help them
plant churches in West Africa to reach
people who have never heard of Jesus.

Finishing with a great lunch, we will wait
patiently for the spring rally!

2023 ZONE RALLY DATES

GREATER ORLANDO ST. PETERSBURG WINTER HAVEN

St. Luke, Oviedo, FL Faith, Dunedin, FL Christ, Lakeland, FL
Sat., March 3, 2024 Sat., April 6, 2024 Saturday, April 13. 2024
NORTHEAST GEORGIA TREASURE COAST

Oak Rd, Lilburn, GA Church of the Redeemer, Vero, FL

Sat., April 13, 2024 Sat., March 9, 2024

NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA
St. John, Ocala, FL
Sat., April 27, 2024

SARASOTA
Faith Lutheran, Parrish, FL
Sat., March 16, 2024
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Around the Zones...
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GREATER ORLANDO ZONE - FL
Carol Lynn Scheer - President

TREASURE COAST ZONE - FL
Betsy Ablott - President

Holy Cross, Lake Mary hosted our Zone Fall
Rally with 42 in attendance. Our theme was
"Apple of His Eye", based on Psalm 17:8.
into the sermon and also our Bible study led
by VP of Spiritual Growth, Sharon Shyrock.

Aura, founder and director of Angels of
Mercy Ministries (our Gifts from the Heart
recipient) shared her personal story how the
Lord brought her out of past abuse,
addiction, incarceration, and recovery,
leading to her ministry that seeks to
empower women who want recovery to
discover how much Jesus loves them.

Our speaker, Judy Earnshaw, works with
Phil's Friends, an organization that supports
cancer patients through free care packages
and monthly cards of hope, handwritten
words of encouragement, and Scripture
passages. Begun by Phil Zielke, a two-time
cancer survivor, they currently serve about
6,000 folks every month. That Monday, St.
Luke's had a "Pack Party" for Phil's Friends,
and filled 75 boxes with all the items that go
into the care packages, including 175 loom
hats made by Lutheran Haven ladies!

L) ~, o ‘7 =SS = ??., Ve
L-R: Sharon Shyrock— Zone VP Spiritual Growth;
Ruth Heichelbeck— Zone VP Mission Service;
Lois Ford— Zone Treasurer.

Watch for Eden Keefe, our new national president, on
the Lutheran Hour Ministries Rose Parade float!

Our busy Zone was blessed to hold its Fall
Rally on November 4 at Faith in North Palm
Beach, Florida. The theme was He will cover
you with his feathers, and under his wings
you will find refuge (Psalm 91:4). There were
36 inspired women who found comfort in
remembering how God covers us with His
wings at all times. Gifts from the Heart went
to First Care Women’s Clinic in West Palm
Beach, which supports women in pregnancy
crisis and the homeless.

We elected a new Zone President, Betsy
Ablott, and a new Treasurer, Shirley Mullins.
They look forward to serving our Lord in this
new way.

The theme of our spring rally will be Give
careful thought to the paths for your feet and
be steadfast in all your ways (Proverbs 4:26).
We look forward to an awe inspiring event
and opportunities to serve the Lord!

L-R: Shirley Mullins— Zone Treasurer; Betsy Ablott—
Zone President; Susan Hanes— LWML FL-GA District
VP Communication

We want news about YOUR zone!

Send a paragraph and pictures

evangel.flga@gmail.com to be
included in an upcoming issue!
Please identify everyone




Evangel—Winter 2023

Page 9

Arour

nd the Zones

Lf

ATLANTA ZONE

Sarah Elston, Maria Parrish - Co-Presidents

WINTER HAVEN ZONE, FL

Joyce Munz - President

Our fall rally on November 4th was held at
Rivercliff, Sandy Springs, and we were blessed
with 61 attendees. “We walk by faith, not by
sight” from 2 Corinthians 5:7, was the theme.
Pastor Berlinski reminded us that not only do
we battle physical blindness but also spiritual
blindness, and need to focus on our Lord Jesus
Christ to battle this blindness.

Our Gifts from the Heart went to Love Works,
a braille outreach ministry supported by
Rivercliff. We gathered 196 pairs of glasses and
magnifiers. Over fifty volunteers help print,
collate and bind both Braille and large print
Bibles for the blind and visually

compromised. They also assemble large print
Bibles for incarcerated individuals. After a
delicious luncheon we were able to help this
ministry by readying pages to be printed in
Braille and bound. A closing devotion,
“Thankful Praise,” was led by Anjetta Davis-VP
Spiritual Growth.

Our zone rally was at Grace, Winter Haven on
October 14. The theme was “In Christ You are
a Jewel,” based on Malachi 3:17.

Opening devotions were led by Janet Avery,
VP for Spiritual Growth, using the word
WISDOM: Word, Imitator, Solitude,
Discipline, Obedience, and Meditate.

Krista Berthal played two videos: a Bible study
on Malachi 3:17, and the other from Life
Choice Pregnancy Center in Winter Haven,
our Gifts from the Heart recipient.

We had 22 attendees, including two guests:
Gayle Caruso, LWML FL-GA District
President, and her husband, Bruce. Gayle
spoke about our upcoming District convention
in 2024. As one of the host zones, we're
responsible for transportation and
decorations.

Cheri Briggs gave reports on the National
Convention and the District retreat. We also
encouraged the ladies to think of groups that
might benefit from Mission Grants. Pastor
Jerry Munz has agreed to serve as Zone
Pastoral Counselor with the resignation of
Pastor Shouse.

We closed with a Holy Communion service led
by Pastor Charles Reich of Grace and Pastor
Munz. The Winter Haven ladies had a jewelry
gift for each of us, with additional pieces for
sale.
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NORTHEAST GEORGIA ZONE
Kitty Anderson - President

NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA ZONE
Cinara Navarro - President

Our fall rally was hosted at Good Shepherd
in Gainesville on October 28 with the
theme “Harvest Time: Ready, Set, Go”.
Learning about the life of trafficked women
and children in India, from Rahab’s Rope
Ministry director Vicki Moore, was an eye
opening and heart opening experience. The
ministry is supported by a shop with 100%
of the profits from local and global artisans
going to provide rescue, vocational training,
life skills, preschool, and literacy training
along with the love of Jesus Christ and His
Word. The two shops are located in
Gainesville and Savannah. Our Gifts from
the Heart collection of cleaning items
supported the Gainesville shop. The ladies
were overjoyed to be a part of this local
community ministry!

Our Bible study was from Matthew 6:16-21,
God’s Abundant Spiritual Treasures.

YOU WILL FIND A
‘ BABE WRAPPED IN

SWADDLING CLOTHS,

J é LYING IN A MANGER
(Luke 2:12b NKJV)

MERRY
PA CHRISTMAS!

New Zone Board L-R: Virginia Golec— Treasurer;
Barb Moehling— VP Mission Service: Pastor Joe
Signore— Pastoral Counselor; Linda Buschar— VP
Communications; Linda Malone— Secretary;
Cinara Navarro— President; Barb Henrich— VP
Spiritual Growth

Our fall rally was at Our Redeemer, Ocala,
on October 21, with two speakers. The ladies
did an excellent job on this, the first for their
new president!

Susan Moehling spoke about the annual
missionary trips to western Alaska, where
they bring VBS to the children. The children
are clamoring at the plane each year before
they can disembark, so no worries about not
being welcomed!

Christina from Kimberly’s Center for Child
Protection was our Gifts from the Heart
recipient, and we collected money and
personal items for them. It’s sad to realize
how many abused (in all ways) and
neglected children there are right in our own
neighborhoods!

We had two openings on our board, and
Cinara held a prayer vigil to fill them
(threatening to lock the doors), and two
ladies raised their hands!
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i LWML Florida-Georgia District
© MEMORIAL Remittance Slip

LW N\ L Make all checks pavable to LWML FL-GA District
Date: Check #:
In memory of In honor of In celebration of Name:
Donated by:
Donated for: Mites S Scholarship Fund $ Endowment Fund: $
LWML Convention Fund $ Other (specify fund) $

Name and address of family member where acknowledgement letter can be sent

Donor Name & Address
MAILTO
Christine Jennison, Financial Secretary
LWML FL-GA District

Revised 11/22/2022 114 Fairlane Cir., Sanford, FL 32773
13 LWML Florida-Georgia District
© 2022-2024 Biennium - Remittance Slip
LWML Make all checks payable to LWML FL-GA District
Date: Check #:
Mites: S LWML Sunday: $ Prayer Service: $
Scholarship Fund: $ District Mission Trip: $ Endowment Fund: $

LWML Convention Fund: S

Church City, State Church Name
Your Name Telephone Your Email
Your Address

MAILTO

Christine Jennison, Financial Secretary
LWML FL-GA District
Revised 11/22/2022 114 Fairlane Cir., Sanford, FL 32773
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LWML FL-GA DISTRICT

DISTRICT PRESIDENT
Gayle Caruso
VP COMMUNICATIONS
Susan Hanes
VP MISSION GRANTS
Karen McCarthy
VP MISSION SERVICE
Silvia Grasberger
VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Carol Jones
RECORDING SECRETARY
Kathy McCartin
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Christine Jennison
TREASURER
Bunnie Koelsch
PASTORAL COUNSELOR
Rev. Timothy Brown
PASTORAL COUNSELOR
Rev. Dana Narring

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
ARCHIVIST
Millie Gardner

EVANGEL EDITOR
Sheryl Lutz

MEETING MANAGER
Cynthia Foley

MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES
Deb Schrader
MISSION TRIP COORDINATOR
Scarlet Holcombe

NOMINATING
Elaine Stier

REGISTRAR
Ada Jarmosevich

SCHOLARSHIPS
Lois Ford

SOCIAL MEDIA
Colleen Umphrey

STRUCTURE
Pat Powell

WEBMASTER
Stephanie Edgar

YOUNG WOMAN DEVELOPER
Could be You!

MISSION GRANTS DISBURSED AS OF 11/1/2023

GRANT RECIPIENT

Scholarships for Pastoral &
Church Worker Students

Food & Clothing Co-op, Con-
cordia Theological Seminary,
Ft. Wayne

A Rising Need, A Spiritual
Opportunity

Blessings in a Backpack
Healthy Children

Feed the Children— Peru
Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry
Filling Haitian Children
Spiritually and Physically

Rebecca’s Garden of Hope
Next Level

Dominican Republic
Disability Ministry

Christ Lutheran Mission

What Does This Mean— Bible
Books for Haitian Families

Lutheran Hands & Hearts
Helping with Haitian
Earthquake Response
Bringing Spanish Braille
Bibles to Central & S. America

Migrant Resettlement and
Assistance

TOTALS

GRANT

$30,000.00

5,000.00

10,000.00

7,000.00

10,000.00

5,000.00
7,500.00

10,000.00

10,000.00

10,000.00

8,800.00

8,500.00

8,000.00

10,000.00

7-432.23

147,232.23

HAPPY
NEW

YEAR 2024!

DISBURSED BALANCE
$22,000.00 $8,000.00
0.00  5,000.00

0.00 10,000.00
7,000.00 0.00
10,000.00 0.00
5,000.00 0.00
4,500.00 3,000.00
5,000.00 5,000.00
0.00 10,000.00

0.00 10,000.00
7,984.75 815.25
8,500.00 0.00
4,000.00  4,000.00
0.00 10,000.00
7,432.23 0.00
81,416.98 65,815.25




